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of Southern California’s (CU SoCal’s) first Community Shred-A-Thon. The event was 
held at the Brea and Whittier branches in an effort to help consumers defend against 
identity theft.   
 
“The FTC estimates that as many as 9 million Americans have their identities stolen 
each year,” stated Senior Vice President of Marketing and Development, Michelle 
Hunter. “This number is expected to rise due to the recent economic turmoil and its 
impact on the average consumer. All guests were ensured the safe, on-site shredding of 
materials containing personal information. Providing this free service was one way in 
which CU SoCal tangibly demonstrated its commitment to providing Members with 
World-Class Service and convenience,” said Ms. Hunter.   
 
 “We were amazed and overwhelmed with the positive response,” stated CU SoCal 
President, Dave Gunderson. “Despite the rain, we saw more than 140 Members and 
potential Members, filled two trucks each holding 5,000lbs of shredded paper, created 
awareness of our branch locations and opened new Memberships. Participants were 
extremely grateful. Members stated that they were proud of their credit union for taking 
this important action to help minimize the risk of identity theft.” 
 



The event was slated to begin at 9 a.m.; however, started early as both branches touted 
lines of eager shredders well before then.  
 
The Community Shred-A-Thon was followed four days later by a free Identity Theft 
workshop held at the Whittier branch. The free class was open to Members and the 
community. The two events worked in tandem to help educate consumers about how to 
detect, deter and defend against identity theft.  
�
About Credit Union of Southern California (CU SoCal ) 
With over $500 million in assets, CU SoCal is ranked the 19th largest credit union in Los 
Angeles County and has a superior 5-star financial rating from BauerFinancial. Founded 
in 1954, CU SoCal is dedicated to providing its more than 45,000 Member-Owners with 
World-Class Service, competitive products and convenience. Membership is available 
to those who live, work, attend school or worship in the San Gabriel Valley, all of 
Orange County and the cities in between. Visit www.CUSoCal.org or call 866 CU SoCal 
for more information.   

 


